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This project came in response to all the anti-
drag hate that was being spread around earlier
this year. though it has never been an easy time
to be a drag performer, this year has been a
particularly hard year due to damaging rhetoric
being spread by misinformed or straight up
hateful people. This zine was created for people
who want to learn about the art form from the
voices that have built it in southern california.
We were able to enlist the help of the people’s
queen Jazmyn Symone-Echelon, The queen of the
party Mayhem miller, and the kick-ass bearded
black activist queen amber st. james. They have
each taken time out their busy schedules to sit
down with us and have a chat about the who’s.
the what’s and the why’s of drag! Their entire
conversation couldn’t fit in a measly 16-pages,
however. If you would like to read more about
what they had to say, check out Jazmyn’s and
Amber’s full interivew on our youtube channel
and a continuation of mayhem’s on our blog.



should people use with a queen?

Which



      ever fear to ask the question because 9 times out of 10, that
performers is going to be more excited that you asked than that you
mis-pronoun-ed or misgendered  [them] and just made an assumption... we
see alot of trans folks that are engaged in drag. this idea of pronouns...
shifts the conversations from more than just “Oh, it’s a man in a dress
and when they’re not they’re ‘he/him‘ and when they are they’re
‘she/her’”. SOmetimes it’s alot more complicated.

N
-Amber St. james

         ll I can do is respect their wish and if i say it wrong, don’t get
offended because i don’t know...I don’t think to lead with, “My name is
such and such, what are your pronouns?”...that’s why i stopped saying
girl, i just say “hey hun!”or “hi baby!”... and then we’ll introduce
ourselves and then they’ll go around by saying what their pronoun is
and then i’ll go with that because i can’t do anything but respect how
someone wants to be treated or how someone wants to identify... because
[gay and lesbian people] just wanted to be regular people. We didn’t want
to be called the F-word... we just wanted to be people!”

A

-Jazmyn Symone-Echelon

hichever the person prefers!W
-Mayhem Miller



Why



          rag has been this site where I was able to do alot of identity
dissolvement and figure out who i was, kind of this safe playground to
figure out what worked for me and what didn’t , what I liked, what i
didn’t like, what i was like, “ooo girl, we’re just never gonna do that
again”, Without feeling all of this pressure of like, “oh you have to figure
it out immediately, you need to have a label, you need to understand
yourself”, no! It allowed me this space to really do some of this messy
work of... “OK! Maybe I looked busted that day, but that’s okay!”

D

        ver the years, it has meant so much more to me because it has
helped me become the person that I am already and it really has
opened not only my eyes but people in my family’s, it has opened
their eyes to this lifestyle and this thing that started off as a
hobby that became a full blown career... Some of them I never
thought they’d attend a gay club or a drag show... I know
personally it really does bridge the gap of what they don’t
understand of the lifestyle... really you don’t have to
understand anything, you just have to enojy the person that’s
doing it, that’s entertaining you.”

O

mean... why not drag? lolI

-Jazmyn Symone-Echelon

-Mayhem Miller

-Amber St. james



Why are drag spaces so



      rag space are beyond sacred. Drag has provided an
escape for artists to fully explore themselves, expand
creativity and challenge gender norms. Drag has always
been a way for people to live boldly and brighter than
could ever could in the “normal world”. Drag gives
individuals the ability to create magic and empower those
who may have felt slighted or unseen by society. Drag
also provides a community for non drag performers. Many
on watchers who support from the seats or online find
the world of drag a place of comfort and entertainment. 

    f you’re coming in there, already expecting to have a bad time,
you’re probably gonna have a bad time, you know what I mean? All
we’re doing, we’re just doing a job like everybody else is doing a job.
Our job is to entertain. Our job is to make people laugh and make
people smile. If you don’t come in there already with that mind
state, you’re not gonna get the full experience of what an actual
drag bar can really mean to people. 

I
-Jazmyn Symone-Echelon

F

D

-Mayhem Miller

-Amber St. james

      or me, a lot of times in my drag performance, not only am I making a
social statement, but I’m also working through my own emotions of like, I
am a black queer person existing in a country that fucking hates me with
laws that are trying to kill me, right? So, sometimes I’m giving my most
raw and authentic and vulnerable self in the middle of a perofmrnafe. So
what does that then feel like when someone then comes up to tell me, “oh,
that was cute but like, I really wish that you would’ve just done a
britney spears number. Oh, how come your garment wasn’t more sparkly.”
Like, that really wasn’t the point.



What can drag



    know what it has done for me... WE bring the joy.. We’re like the
Beyonce’s and the taylor swift’s and the janet jackson’s and the
drag kings, we’re those kind of celebrities to these people or we’re
probably the closest thing they’ll get to that celebrity... We’re a
huge huge part of the collective because everybody goes to a drag
show; gay, lesbians, non-binaries, they all commune at the same place.

I
-Jazmyn Symone-Echelon

      believe drag has already done that.
We have fought and taught for decades
and have helped bring viability and
change just by being who we are
loudly and boldly. 

I
-Mayhem Miller

          rag has the potential
to change minds, hearts, and
futures, right, And I feel like,
now more than ever (which I
know we hear all the time),
today, tomorrow, and forever,
we need that. We need this
world to change and drag can
be a catalyst to bring about
that.

D

-Amber St. james



HOW DO YOU HANDLE



     feel like it’s a waste of time and mental capacity for people to
come and protest something that is not hurting anybody, do you know
what I mean? We’re not hurting anybody and if we are, we aren’t
hurting you on purpose. If we’re hurting you, that’s because you came
here with the intent to be hurt. You came here with the intent to be
angry. You didn’t come here to have fun and celebrate with us... I know
what’s going on and thankfully I have not come into personal view of
[protestors] because I don’t know how I would actually react... If you
don’t want to see [drag] on tv, don’t turn to MTV. You don’t have to
do these things. We aren’t forcing it down your throat.

I

-Jazmyn Symone-Echelon

O          ne, I try to institute a lot more naps. As a black queer person existing
in the world, it is constantly a state of rage but also constantly a state
of trying to find those moments of joy, right, and even some giant like, “oh
my god, i just won a million dollars!” right, just acknowledge like, “oh my
god, i had 5 minutes today where i just got to sit in the sun and just be
with myself and have peace, right, I think being able to acknowledge that
rest comes in many ways... and trying to honor that and not trying to
belittle that.

       don’t deal with it. It’s not my problem to care
what stranger think of me. I know who I am and
that’s all that matters at the end of the day.
Wasting time trying please everyone is exactly
that…a waste of time because you will never be
enough, do enough, or say enough for everyone. I focus
on just being the best version of myself and do what
makes me happy. If people can vibe with me at my
frequency, great! If not, you’re welcome to change the
channel. 

I

-Mayhem Miller

-Amber St. james

When asked, How do you take care of yourself?








